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| For the Guide | to Chr istian Perfection. 
HAVING A CONNECTION WITH THE 
| 


‘Tt will help us’ to ascertain whether we are truly. humble, if we inquire whétier 
we are. free from the opposites of huimility. The opposites of a humb! e state of 
mind; (or at least tliose things which sustain a divergent and antagonist relation, ) 
are. impatience, uneasiness, a feeling that something and perhaps mick depends on 
ourselves, undue sensitiveness to the praise and the reproots of men, and sensori-. 
ousness. No man should account himself truly humbled, who is the subject oh: 
these states of mind. | 


Itisa creat practical principle i in the religious life, that a state lof suffering fur. 
(a wishés the test of love. WwW hen God 1s rleased to bestow his favors upon us, when | 


{his blessings are repeated | oy: hee how can we tell whether we love hima for 
what he és, or for what he gives ? But, when in seasons of deep.and varied afflic- 
tions, our heart still clings to him as our only hope and only joy, we may well say, 

Hou knowest ail things. Thou know est'that [love thee.” 


In believing in the possibility, of present sanctification, and with 
this belief the determination to attain to it, we realize in ourselves the possession 
of that shield of faith mentioned in the Scriptures, by means of which we are ena- 
~ bled to quench the fiery darts of the adversary. On the contrary, in rejecting this. 
belief, and in acting in accordance with this rejection, we throw away our shield ; | 

“and it is no more’ then reasonable to expect that we shall be through 

As a thin it may be expected that all Christians will find themselves wind 
‘Able to:beas the life, because they come with observation; they 
of. attract notice by their very magnitude; and, by putting the soul on its guard, give i 
3 ak strength to meet them. But happy, thrice happy } is he, who can bear the LITTLE s 
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crosses, which ever lie i in wait, and which attack us peeretiy: and without giving 
? warning, like a thief in the night. 


Guide to Christian 


LXXII, | 
We are told in the Scriptures that all things are the Ghiristien’s Ss. 


God, things: present. and things to come, all are his. But the possession in the 
present lite 3 is of a two-fold nature—sometimes by present enjoyment and some- 


times by faith. More commonly, and undoubtedly for wise reasons, the possession 


is by faith. But in the view of Him, w hose life is hid win Christ, the possession. 


ds not on that account any the less sure. a 


In endeavoring to estimate the genuineness of our ‘religious , xperiences we shonld. 
ever kedp: in mind that all those experiences, which are. wrought by the Spirit of 


God, and are genuine in their character, tend decidedly and uniformly to perevnst | 


uvuminity. “ Blessed are the poor in spirit, ‘for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
How can it be otherwise ? 
thing, and ourselves comparatively nothing; to sink the creature while it elevates 
and euihiolios the Creator in the centre of the heart. ‘God resisteth the proud, 


but giveth grace humble.” 
L XX \ 


‘The height ind. sum of religion is to ie the image of Christ. 


rendered impatient by every trifling incident of an adverse nature | ? 


O, remember 
that the life of Christ was from beginning to end a life of trouble. | 


He wis often 


misunderstood and illtreated by all classes ; 3 he was persecuted by the Pharisees 5 


sold by the traitor whom he had chosen as one of his disciples; reviied by the thief 


on the cross; put to death, 


But he was far more desirous of the salvation and 


i good of his enemies, than he was of personal exemption from their persecutions. : 


ether; forgive hem for they know not what they do.”” f 
| | / 


/ | LX X 


There are various views of Christian perfection, which, on being analy zed, 


‘amount to the same thing ; and when properly understood may be regarded as all 
equally correct 


~The author of the Imitation of Christ, says it consists in man’s 
(offering up himself 6 with his whole heart to the will of God; never seeking his 


own will either in smal! or great respects, either in time or eealty: > but with an 


equal mind weighing all things in the balance of sanctuary and recei cuts both 


prosperity and adoersit, y with continual thanksgiving. 


| XVI. 
“Men bestow honor one upon Sometimes they build up, sometimes they 
pull down. But human opinions cannot alter the reality of things, by making it 


greater or less thanitis. Ey ery man is ny euch and such only y AS HE 1S IN THE 


OF Gop. | 


LXXVII, 
‘gota. persons seem to be able to trust God in every thing 


| 
,exéepting in in one par- 
Gents, viz: they feel that they must do their own fig withing! 


But what is the lan- 


guage of Scripture ? “ Dearly beloved, avenge not vourselves. Vengeance is! 
It is said of Christ himself, Matt. xii. 19, uz sHaLL NOT 


mine, saith the Lord.’ 


| STRIVE. TC. U. 


Heaven, Christ, 


The tendency ofall true religion is to make Ged every 


But can those. 
flatter themselves that they bear the Saviour’s image, who are overcome and ure. 
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the Guide to Christian Perfection, 


LETTER: 


FROM. A BAPTIST LADY TO HER FRIEND. 


My De AR Sisrer,—A long time has. elapsed since I promised to. 


give you.a brief history of my experience, dapat circumstances 
have prevented my doing it before. © | 


educated a Unitarian. From early childhood I was the 
of many serious impressions, but did not receive that kind of 
instruction which my young, tender, and inguiring mind needed. 


Often did I think, “QO that | Kaew where I could find one who could 
tell me what I must do to be saved.” When I was about: 12 years 
of age, I went to see the minister, in hopes that he would talk with 
me about my soul. Here I was disappoimted: I had not confidence 
enough to tell him how I felt, or that 1 wanted to be a Christian. 
After this, I felt that [ must go to the Bible for instruction. I made 
“it my companion. There Twas taught that I must be born again ; 


that to be a Christian, was to be made a new creature in Christ : but : 
how this great change could be effected, was.a mystery to me. I 
greatly needed some one to guide my inquiring mind. At the age of © 


16, | was permitted, in the providence of God, to hear evangelical 


preaching, by walking two miles. The sermon I heard Wass: 


from Jolnui. 3: “ Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” The Holy Spirit 
: applied the truth with power. All my sins were arrayed before me. 


At one glance IT saw my whole past life. I then felt that I was-a_ 


poor, miserable, wretched, undone sinner, exposed to the burning 


wrath of God ; ‘but in Christ ] saw the remedy, and by the assistance 
of the Idly Spirit, I was enabled to cast myself on him. Here im 


weary, sin-oppressed, tempest-tost soul found rest and peace. What. 


sweet peace flows into the believer’s soul! ‘There is peace in be- 
lieving, and joy in the Holy Ghost. . Most of the Christians with 
whom I then associated, were advanecd im life and experience. | 
shall never forget the feelings | had, when I attended the prayer mect- 
“ings, to bear Christians bevin their prayers by telling God what Brent 


sinners they were; that they sinned in every thing they did; that 
their most holy duties were sin. It appeared to me ‘that this was the | 


way that a sin-convinced, guilty, condemned, and penitent sinner 
approached God, >] understood by the term, Christian, one who had 
been created anew, washed, cleansed, and redeemed \by the precious 
blood of Christ : ‘delivered from the power and dominion of the prince 
of darkness; translated into the kinedom of God’s dear Son; recon- 
ciled to God by the blood of the cross. cane 6th chapter. of Romans 


Letter froma Baptist Lady. 
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On this, the 8th of Romans, and numerous other similar passages, | 


feelings. The wife of one of the deacons replied, 5 You have not 
Jost your first love. You will not always feel so.”° ‘This was the 


I overcame the trial. Though at times I was grieved and tried, yet 
~ [think that I enjoyed that Jove which easteth out all fear—could 
rejoice in a present Saviour. After the lapse: of one year; a circum- 
stance occurred which led me to the conclusion, “ what every one 
says must be true.” I heard it from the desk; from experienced 
~ Christians; I found it in all the memoirs and religious books which | 
had read, that the body of sin is not entirely destroy ed in the heart of 


constitute the Christian’s warfare: when - these are destroyed, the 
warfare will cease, and that will be at death. Here I stopped to 
reason with blind unbelief, and I experienced the bitter consequences. 
-— O that I had: kept my former independence of mind, and gone to the 
Bible with my eye fixed on Christ, till I was established. Ofien did 


and this prevented me from enjoying the clear’ rays of the Sun of 
righteousness. My peace, light, and joy seemed inconstant. ‘This 
state of things continued til] 11 was led to look at the doctrine of holi- 
ness, or sanctification. I will here remark, that it was opposition to 
the doctrine that led me to resolve to examine the Bible in reference 
to the subject; and I most heartily rejoice that 1 was thus Jed. At 
the commencement, I felt the need ‘of the influence of that Spirit 


my leisure moments in examining the Bible. J latd ‘aside all other. 
Yeading, and dispensed with all the engagements | could consistently. 


that “ sanctification, Christian perfection,’ perfect love,” was 
nothing more or less than, that “ holiness, without which no man shall 
see the Lord.” When I was of this, I was prepared to 


most beautifally presented to my mind the state of the new-born soul, © 


based my views. At one of the prayer meetings | expressed my — 


first time that I ever heard of losing “first love.” I-did not know 
what to makeof it. For a short time it madé me foel sad: at length | 


the Christian till death; that inbred sin, the remains of corruption, - 


[wish that I could feel-as I did the first year after my conversion. IL. 
wept, I prayed, I fasted; in short, I went the whole round of reli- | 
_ duties, but’ could not get back to that state. I was not. in dark- _ 
ness. | had no doubt in regard to the work of grace in my soul, or 
/ of my acceptance with God; but I had dishonored him by: anticlief, 


which the Saviour promised’ to his disciples, “the Spirit of truth, to 
guide into all truth.” I asked for it. Licht divine beamed on the — 
sacred page. My mind became deeply interested. I improved all 


was the all-absorbing theme. Many times went without 
meals rather than have my mind diver ted. l.soon became convinced | 


seek it with all my heart. In-connection with the Bible, Tread Wes-_ 
ley’s Plain Account, Hester Ann Rogers, T be Christian “Manuil, and 
‘President Mahan’ s Address before the Society Inquiry, at Oberlin. 
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_ All these threw light upon this subject, Their views appeared to me” 
te scriptural, What they attained and enjoyed I believed was my priv- 
lege, and also of every Christian. 1 felt that L could not rest with- 
out this creat blessing. I was Jed to look at the whole extent of the 
Christian character,—its height and depth, length and breadth,—and 
Se. inquire what I had to give up; if I lad any idols to dethrone, mm | 
felt willing to relinquish every forbidden object, and Iet. Jesus have 
| full possession. In this state of mind I went to see President Mahan, 
~ who was then in Boston. J communicated to him my feelings. | ie 
replied, “ You need more faith. Believe, and the blessing is yours.” 
He then inguired, “ What are your besettin x sins? Make them. a 
specific subject of prayer. Come to Christ ‘for grace to conquer.” — 
He related his own experience, and pray ‘ed with me. IT was much 
encouraged and strenthened by this interview, though Ff did not feel 
any change i mM iy mind. The next mor ning baw oke burdened with 
sins. I deeply realized the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and especially 
unbelief. never had sucha view of this sin before. believec 
a that it was this that shut the Saviour out of my heart. I resolved to 
cone to. Christ just as was,—guilty, polluted, sin-defiled,—and _ 
plead the effieaey of that blood which cleanseth from all sine 1 tried 
to make a free, unconditional, and unreserved surrender of myself to | 
~ the Lord, to be: wholly and entirely his; henceforth, to consider my _ 
self the purchased property of the Lord Jesus Christ, ever to feel that 
Tan at his disposal. After made this surrender, felt 
that must wait, that could. not’ go away Avithout the blessing. 
Soon the Saviour, ‘appeared as my Saviour. | felt that in him! pos-. 
sessed allsthings, A sweet, holy, and heavenly peace pervaded my. 
soul. ‘There was nothing of ecstacy , all was and peacelul. 
/ Since that ever memorable mornit at 
2 \ been like a river, flowing on to “the ocean of Christ 
dwells in my heart by fazth. ‘Lhis seems to be the sweetest expres- 
sion that L can use. My interest in the precious cause of Christ has 
increased. I have never sought for joy and happiness. » It hhs ap- 
peared to me of infinite importance to possess the spirtt of Christ, 
his tenderness of spirit, his sympathy, his compassion: for a sinking 
world. [formerly had prejudice, and was prone, at tines to indulse 
it. feel now that Lam emancipated ‘from it. If one thing more. 
than another has weighed upon my spirits, it is the sad state ‘of our 
churches. The opposition and prejudice avainst the doctrine of holi- | 
hess, has indeed been painful, but [am permitted to, rejoice in the - 
dawn of a brighter day. A redeeming spirit is abroad. Some noble 
champions of ‘the truth have been: raised up. May there be, very 
soon, a great company, to publish this precious doctrine, —the clory / 
of the gospel,—tull redemption in the blood of the Lamb. I have, 
: filled t my sheet, but have not said all 1 would. | VM. Ws 
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cial want of matter for the Guide.” 
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converted. 
 T longed to be spent in the vineyard of the Lord. 


Ings of soul | felt for perfect purity. 
mourners at the altar of prayer, my heart would be drawn away from 
their condition to pray for holiness for myself in such a manner, it, - 

~ seemed I could pray for nothing else ; and though often blessed, it did 

‘not satisfy me. I saw such a fullness Christ, such.a beauty | the 

holiness and purity of God, I could not be satisfied unless filled with 

| i had been convinced, by reading the Bible and pious 
meémors, it was my privilege to enjoy it. ‘The unsatisfied desires of 


all his fullness, 


were applied. to my mind, 


Guide to Christian Perfection. 


For the Guide to Perfection. 


EXPERIENCE, 


Dear Brotuer Merrirr,—l have perused a few numbers of. 


the Guide, by which I have been both edified and blessed. I saw a 
number some time since, and read upon the cover, “* We are in spe- 


I felt impressed to contribute, 
for the promotion of holiness, my own experience. A suyyestion 


arose, it would do no good in such a glorious cause ; consequently I 
concluded to be silent. 


prayer, I felt conscious God had done much for me, and if it were. 


But after more mature deliberation and 


possible, I ought to promote. his cause by confessing “the blood of 
Christ had cleansed me from all sin.” 


January, 1836. —During this revival, quite a large number were 
My own soul was often like “a well w ‘atered carden.” 


my soul urged me to seek it. . O, what bungering and thirsting | felt 
for the living God. | patel after him as the heart panteth for thes 
cooling water brooks. And. often did the j Inquiry arise in my 


After thy lovely likeness, Lord, ah! when shall Lwake up?” The 
“ least trifling word/afflicted my conscience, which was as tender as the 


apple of aneye. Vain and idle thaurehts were unwelcome cuests. 


An unholy dream gave me pain. I wanted my whole life conformed 


to the holy example of my Saviour. 1 wanted “ to walk even as he 


walked. Twas grieved to see professing Christians. jesting or tri- 


fling. I could not bear a fretful, spirit 5 and the words 
excellent hymn book— 


What, never speak one evil word, 
Or rash, or idle ,or unkind? 
4 O how shall I, most gracious Lord, A\ 
This mark af true perfection find ?""— 


the silent watches of the night. I prayed hours for it. I read every 


\ 


turned to my diary, from. 
which I make the following extracts :— “ 


But O, the long- 
Sometimes, when. praying for 4 


wanted to and talk noth- 
ing but holiness. It even mingled with my sleeping hours, during 
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| thing [ found on the subject ; and the sermon that did not directly or 
. ee indirectly touch upon it, appeared to me like a skeleton. But when’ 
I heard it preached upon, my soul was all desire. A_ pio US friend’ 
gave me the following rules of holy living : 
1. Let your words be few and serious. 
2. Let your temper be mild, and all your actions kind. | 
A, every day with pray er; spend it watehfully and dutifully, 
| -and end it with praise to Goa. | 
T endeavored to regulate my life by these, ‘and to keep God’s glory” 
| constantly in view ; “and in all I did to have} in reference the day of 
final judgment. Devoted souls were my delight. How irksome w as 
_ the society of any but those who either enjoyed or were pressing \ 
| after entire purity of heart. even dreaded a visit from a near friend, 
as it diverted my mind fron. commudion'Wwith anid the pursuit of 
his renewing grace. I prayed without ceasing for days together; 
whether eating, drinking, walking or conversing, my heart was. en-. 
¥ gfged in mental prayer for entire “sanctification. This was last in. my. 
at ing down at night, and first in rising up In the morning. 
~~ often fasted. for it, and. in. “this | found sensible benefit, 1 watched 
over my_ words ind my thoughts; believing, with the psalmist, if L 
my: conversation should see the salvation of God,” 
Sometimes, ina retired apartment, | walked the room, lifting up my his 
heart in silent pray er to the Lord for his cleansing. grace. 
would sharpen | my devotions and increase my desires, ial cive amore 
wakeful appetite.to prayer. 1, longed to have pride and unbelief 
rooted out of my heart. f wanted that faith which credits all the 
word of God. ‘| desired to have a freer access throne of 
~enly grace at all times. In my approaches to God, I felt at times a 
spirit ‘of and 1 ln patience ; often did L cry, 


| Lay the rough paths of ish nature even, 
5 ee And open in my heart a little heaven.” 


“ithe conviction for this blessing far. exceeded that for justification, 
though L felt no guilt or condemnation, 
“sympathetic pow crs were acute; a tender spirit of weeping often. 
melted amy soul in prayer. If profited, much by reading the Lives of | 
Bramwell and Benjamin Abbot. Merritt's Address, in pamphlet form, 
on Chistian Perfection, was made a «reat blessing to me, especially - 
that part treating upon the dispehdation of the Holy Ghost. The _ 
‘Acts of the Apostles I often read over and over again. ‘The baptism 
of the Holy Ghost, so often spoken of therein, 1 ardently desired to 
feel. thirsted fon It as one famishing by thirst in a desert land. 
~The words of our Lord Jesus Christ, “ Ask and receive, that your Joy 
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200 Guide to Christian Perfection. 
Ha may be ial, » more than a hundred times were applied to my mind, 
often drawive tears from my eyes. I sometimes felt so mucli” in 
i ~ family” prayer, I trembled like a leaf in the wind. J retired one 
ad evening for secret prayer. I felt the Spirit’s influence in sucha 
Me | degree ; as to produce a weakness throughout my frame. I had hardly 
a | opened my mouth in prayer, when it seemed as if the heavens were 
coming down to earth. An awful sense of the presence of Godrested 
4d upon me. It appeared the powers of darkness surrounded me mG. | 
prevent my obtaining the blessing. I drew back with fear. The 
temptation, “put it “off until fam ‘ily prayers,” was suggested to my 
way mind, I listened to it fora moment, but the presence of God as 
then manifested, was withdrawh. almost despaired of obtaining, 
eehd as the nearer I; approached 1 the blessing o, the more powerful and cruel: 
aa were my temptations from Satan. I thought, as I preached, how 
lag _ could | teach others what I did not know myself. I could be of litle 
use inthe world, orchurch, without this blessing, and the thought of 
a being but a weak, dwarish Christian all my days, and thereby deprive N 
soul of what had been so dearly bought by my Saviour’s pre-_ 
4 cious blood, and probably miss of heaven at last, only prevented my. 
tag giving up the struggle. Again did | resolve to go up and possess the 
Canaan of perfect love. L waged an irteconbilable | war once more 
my internal foes. And: although I had been defeated, [resolv- 
ed once more to approach the name of Christ, ‘the of my 
a | enemies within. One morning, in company with a circuit preacher | 
8 at Br. B.’s, during a season of “social prayer, I felt again an unusual’ 
stragele for the blessing. ‘The power of God. rested on all present. 
iz Tt, threw my soul into an agony, and even “my flesh cried outfor the | 
eh living God.” TI fell to the floor in deep distress. The blessing at “J 
of proached alinost within reach, and as I looked to Christ by faith, it oy 
seemed to approach still nearer. ‘Temptations, like chilling w | 
at | were poured, upon my spirits, to dampen my ardor, and. divert my 
ie mind, ~ M ly soul appeared all desire, and the language thereof, 
fi heart strings vroan. with deep 
ah My flesh lies panting, Lord, for thee 
every limb, and every joint, 
Stretches for pertvet purity.” 
iS 


‘Bat tried keep me his temptations were as 

almost as death itself, 1 croaned ‘nd cried to the Lord for victory. | 

~ O, how I felt the need of some one to pray for me, far more than Li 

| when secking pardon. The circuit preacher had fallen under the , . 
‘Spirit’s. power, and lay motionless on the floor, and some had yisen. 
from their knees. I was tempted to think they thought I had been”. 4 
a hypocrite, and had never been converted, and was then crying for 

mercy rane conviction for my actual sins. I yielded to the tempta- 
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Experience | 


tion for a moment: -my ardent desires left me; the presence of God 
was again withdrawn. | arose disheartened and unbappy ; [ felt as 
one who had been fighting for a prize and lost the 
Next day being Sabbath, [ attended meeting. And whilst leac ding | 
the class, the sacred purilying fire went through my soul, burning up. 
my pride and unbelief. I ventured all on ‘Christ. Glory to hiseter= 
nal name. I was filled with unspeakable joy. O, what. faith and 4: 
confidence I felt in God. Salvation in heavenly floods was poured, 
upon my soul. It appeared to be a fire of burning love throughout 
my whole soul. After this, when I went to my private devotions, ere 
_ | had opened my mouth in prayer, the Lord has poured his blessings 
~ upon my soul. And often was I. <0 sweetly and fully blessed, that T 
desired to break. away from the clay tenement, that | might inhale 
the pure air of heaven, and gaze upon my adored Redeemer and see 
him face to face without an intervening veil, and be lost and swal-— 
e lowed up in the ocean of love divine. I now felt the Mather, Son, 
. and Holy Ghost resided within my unworthy heart; and at times it 
| | has seemed | had distinct communion with all three. ‘The Father 
ee has appeared to me to be like an- unbounded ocean of purity and 
majesty, which always filled me with solemn | awe and veneration. 
_ And sometimes | have viewed the Son. by faith, in person, so near 
me, and so much like a reality, it seemed I could clasp him in my 
_ /arms, and pray to him, as I would converse with a friend, face to 
face. O! how. have his sufferings and wounds endeared him to 
me! And in my approaches to the Father for his blessings, the 
name of Jesus only repeated, was the most successful petition 1 cotild: 
use, And Jesus has. always appeared to me the most precious ap- 
~ pellation by which he is called. 
Atother times, felt no particular communion Pith either the Father. 
q or Son, but with the Holy Spirit. SometiinesI have felt the outpour | 
2 ee of the Spirit almost as sensibly as I could water. At other 
times, It appears more. like a pure (lame, burning on my heart; but — 
renerally, like the ventle fountain, springing up into everlasting life: 
and so exquisite has been my enjoyment at times, I felt iw as a 
wonder to myself. O! to hold communion with the’ briune God, 
2 upholds. universal nature, has appeared to exhibit such condescension. 
on his part, as would sink me in adoring silence at his leet, and m= | 
voluntarily” | would utter from my Ups). 
| i O.! for this love, let rocks and hills 
| | Their lasting: silence break ; 


/ 


And all harmonious human 


not” now be silent ‘in the company of the 
without warning them. of their danger, and pointing them to Christ. 


how was my The Spirit would roll. upon me a 
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den for undying souls in the way to ruin so that, at times, I could 


hot converse with them without weeping; and if 1 neglected to 
_ speak to them,l grieved the Spirit, and lost my light and enjoyment.” 


But to proceed. I lost the witness of the blessing, by giving way 
to the idea, if I had not those raptures constantly, 1 had not perfect 


love. If I was tempted or weighed down, I concluded a sanctified 
person did not feel as I felt, and consequently dared not profess the 


blessing ; but after struggling and praying for it, again it would be giv- 


--enme. And then, O! how happy! The very spirit which glowed 
_ within my heart would seem almost audibly to say, ‘ surely, this is 
perfect love.” And thus, for some time, I kept gaining and_ losing 


‘the blessing, until I have become less ignorant of Satan’s devices. 
_ And now, let my frames of mind or feelings be what they may, Il 
live by faith, and often are my severest trials and temptations pre- 


cursers to greater blessings. I now, in all suitable places, confess 
what God has done for me, through the merits of his Son. 


I preach holiness ; and I have seen, when preaching on this sub- 
_ ject, men fall under the power of God like men slain in battle; and 


in praying with those who were seeking pur 
_ them sink down in a motionless, deathlike state, being = 
Plunged in the Godhead’s deepest sea, 


\ 


And lost in His immensity.” 


_ Nothing so enraptures my soul as preaching, praying, and talking 


about holiness. O, blessed subject! It is the marrow of the Bible — 
the essence of the gospel —the bone and sinew of Christ’s church! | 

I almost envy the Editor his task and usefulness. O may he spread 

sheets innumerable, until the world» becomes Emanuel’s land, and 


| 


‘mountain of holiness to the Lord. 


Sunner savep BY GRACE. 


‘For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


ity of heart, I have seen 


Rev. T. Merrirr,—Rev. and Dear Father in Christ: 1 


not forgotten your request, but for several reasons, which | think you 
would deem justifiable, was delaying the fulfilment of it, when by your 
repeated solicitation in Sister Palmer’s letter, (which I received last 
_ evening,) I was prompted to the immediate performance of the duty 
which now devolves upon me. And probably I could not. select as 
the subject of my letter, a more profitable or pleasing topic than the 


exercises of my mind for the last twenty-four hours. Last evening 


I attended the class of which I ama member; I went there with 
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my soul unspeakably happy i in God ; and in relating my experience, 
I remarked, that 1 had of late been striving wath “unusual earnest- 
: ness to keep my eyes steadfastly fixed upon Jesus, and while he had _ 
> been ‘in my view, | had lost sight of earthly objects, and my soul had 
wholly absorbed by his ‘love. My excellent leader remarked, 
‘inreply, “ It is by looking to Jesus,” or “looking at Jesus, that we 
are changed into his image.” It struck my mind with peculiar 
foree, and produced such a thrill of holy joy as cannot deseribe. J. 
was then looking at Jesus. He seemed standing before me, arrayed 
in glory and beauty that surpassed all I had even ’ before conceived of, 
/and looking upon me with a look of tender regard, benignant love. and 
divine complacence, seemed to claim me for his own. My soul 
"was so captivated with the charms of the adorable Redeemer, that 
| when my leader spoke of being changed into his image, 1 felt such 
,  & transport of bliss, as nearly overpowered: me. Oh! “thought. I, t0 
; be assimilated to His glorious likeness — to be a partaker of His 
nature —to if with Him!” What ineffable felicity — 
Shag overwhelming glory — what amazing exaltation! for an abject: 
worm of earth, to be changed into the image of Jesus! And ehis. \* \ 
my privilege. whoe am “ less. than the least of all saints.” 
who am the most. unworthy of. so distinguished a favor, thus honor- 
ed, thus blessed of God! Heretofore my, heart has borne but the’ 
mére outlines of that glorious image ; but now; 1 am to receive the 
fullimpress! Yes, now, while I ain looking at Jesus! now, he is. 
| moulding me and fashioning me after his own lovely likeness! My | 
soul is in his hands, passive as clay in the hands. of the potter. Je- 
sus is making me all glorious within! I shall be like him! have | 
~ fixed my eyes upon him, never more to remove them thence, and it — 
as by looking at him that I am to be conformed to his likeness! 
,O! such a fullness of love and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. I 
scemed, indeed, “ filled unutterably full of glory and of God.” As 
eame home, Jesus seemed walking with me, and communing with 
/ my heart by the w: ay. When I retired to my chamber, his presence | 
= accompanied me, and his glory appeared to fill the room! For sev- 
eral hours, I. could not sleep. My heart was in such raptures of joy, 
iat could not become sufliciently composed to sleep. At length, 
j exhausted nature sank into repose; but still my mind was occupied 
py with the same glorious object. Often I would awake in eestacies, 
exclaiming Jesus | O, thou art my Saviour —‘*my Redeemer from 
| all sin ’—my happiness — my heaven!” | have ever since, enjoy- 
ed the same delightful consciousness of his presence, who is the life 
of all my joys, and am still enabled to keep my eyes unwaveringly. 
fixed upon hin: I see clearly that this is the way, and the only 2 
.. way to abide in his love, and to have the continual victory over the =——s 
. _-world, the flesh, and Satan, viz: to keep looking at Jesus. While 
our eyes are: fixed upon ni we shall not see the smiles or frowns 
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of our fellow beings; we shall not see the attractions of earth’s gilded 
_ pleasures — its riches and honors, nor the dark clouds of adversity 
impending over our heads; we shall see nothing to dismay or to elate 


are captivated with the charms of our beloved! How anszpid, how 


the fountain of pure, celestial love! he thought of even, for one 
moment, turning to earth again —leaving ‘the fountain. head of bliss, 
and stooping to creature happiness, seems to me more dreadful than 


infinitely preferadle. If 1 was as sure of heaven as that 1 now 
exist, it would not satisfy me, nor could I-be happy in any degree, if 


bring reproach upon his blessed name, who has *‘ loved me, and giv- 
en himself for me,’? Pray for me, dear Father Merritt, that I may be 
_ “ steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.” 


WV ith Christian regard, believe me yours, M. 


| 3 F or the Guide to Christian Perfection. : 
WITAT WAS HIS MANNER? 


This is a question which is frequently proposed by those who 
would be Christ-like. The heart, panting for full conformity to the 


-and manner. I have watched the ‘‘ consecrated one,”’ who has taken 
, fora motto, “holy carefulness ;” and while I have marked the care- 


is nothing, however corvect and lovely it may be, unless the heart be 


does not constantly feel, that he has before him, and now in his 
hands, the united work of holding the heart up to Christ Jesus, by 
strong and unwavering faith; and also of having his words few and 
fitly spoken ; his woice not boisterous and unsubdued; his counte- 


us, and therefore we shall escape the many snares which Satan has. 
set for our feet, and into some of which we are sure to fall, if for one. 
moment. we cease “ looking to Jesus.” And it-seems to me, I can 
never again desire to look/at aught beside. how paltry, how 
empty, how vain, do all other objects appear to us, when our souls 


tasteless, do the pleasures of the world seem, after having drank at. 


to endure the most agonizing sufferings; and death itself would be 


I thought that I should ever, for a short tame, depart from God and. 


divine image, cannot be unmindful of the action and reaction of mind 


_ ful gesture, listened to the gentle voice, and heard language of sacred. 
cultivation, I have felt an appeal to my heart which no direct or 
\ vocal address could make. It is true, we all know that the external 


in It ; unless the heart be correct, right, and lovely, But who, that | 
has determined to improve to the utmost all that the allwise Creator 
has bestowed upon him, natural as well as spiritual, bas not felt, and 
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What was his Manner ? a) Wee 


nance never distorted ; and his laughter never ‘wil. The conversant 
with Jesus well knows that he dictates to this; all the meekness and 
= gentleness of the Saviour are before the mind. But he knows too, | 
full well, that even good feelings do not always get as good expres- 
Pox Won! ‘that even Christians, dé eply devoted ones, are exposed, by the 
| power of sympathy or the strength of former habits, to using “ by- | 
word” terms and veliement expressions; .sueh as do not conduce to 
lead the spirit of man to nearer access, and. closer affinity with ‘the 
hallowed Spirit of his God. My heart has sometimes saddened while 
I have heard those of holy profession. speak without seeming to 
remember that, Jesus spake no idle words; and move with that rashi= 
ness of gesture, using the voice in that careless manner, which seemed — 
to contradict the profession that the lovely Saviour was living within : 
yet I could not doubt that the heart was sincere in its movements. » 
I know that it is said, “ Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out: 
of it are the issues of life’ but this cannot imply that nothing further 
is to be attended to. ‘To cultivate gentle, simple, and hallowed man- 
“ners, may bea most efficient means of keeping the heart: for who 
| | finds himself unmoved or ‘uninfluenced, for the better or worse, by the 
manners of those with whom he assochites ? much more pthen, 
Ph shall his own habits move upon his own mind ; either leading to, and 
greatly” assisting in, the cultivation of a like, holy spirit ; or 
and inviting the attack of Satan. ‘Were. we to imagine 
that the strong connection between feelings and ex pression would be. 
faithful and trust worthy regiilator of the manner, with 1! we must 
ourselves no longer mere wrecks of mind,” and occupying 
tenements which expose us to Great embarrassment and irregularities, 
‘but having on our immortal bodies s; set free from all that is liable to 
degeneration. ‘This we cannot do; being so minded as we are, that 
we have not yet lain aside these bodies of disease, weakness, and de- 
formity. Harmony doth not now reign throughout the creature, as 
~~ at that time when the Lord God breathed into him the breath of life. 
/ .We must take care to have our words careful and deliberate, though 
“thought come rushjng upon us like a torrent. We must give mode- 
rate expression to emotion, thoueh the excitement of the mind rise 
high. We must move with gentleness and courtesy, thouch physical | 
languor prevail, and the nerves bespeak their own confusion. And | 
this should we do, not merely because our own minds reply to our 
“amanners,. but because évery. word, look, and action of those who pro- 
~ fess to be holy, is noticed, is niarked, is felt by beholders. 

While remembering the fall of man, his exposures to improprieties, 
arising from the deadly atmosphere and diseased organs by which he 
lives and acts, L turn my eye to Him who took a “human body and — 
dwelt among us; finding | Th Ns life and: manners a fit and safe exam- 
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heed! to. Jove the Lord th 
soul. 


the duty and privilege of all Christians.) 
all “ filthiness of the flesh and spirit.” They may be washed with 


heart filled with love to God and man. 
freed from all sin? We answer affirmatively. 


we have nota shadow of a doubt. 
revealed in the Bible. 


Deliver us from evil.’ Be 


heaven is_ perfect.” (Matt. v. 48.) Be holy ; for holy.” 
| “The very God of peace sanctify you wholly. And, 
J pray God your whole spirit, soul, and body may be preserved. blame- t 
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thess. v. 23.) | 


‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to eye us oUF SINS, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” John 9.) 


Pet. i. 16.) 


to destroy sin. 


| For the Guide to Christian 


THE PERFECT CHRISTIAN. 


But to answer the question directly. What is it to ay a ‘per nerfect 
Christian? Two. things are necessary, ViZ., clean. heart, and a 


This we have already briefly 
noticed. But is it possible for the heart to be made clean, or to he 


That the soul may be 
saved from the least and Jast remains of moral pollution and defilement, 
Indeed no truth is more clearly 


Who can read the Bible, anxiously desiring 
to know the truth, and not acknow ledge it? A few = of scrip- 
ture on this point will suffice. ~ 


‘He shall redeem Israel from al] his sins.’ ’ (Ps. CXXX. 8.) « Then 


pba will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean ; from all | 
as your filthiness and from all your idols will I cleanse you: 


save you from all your uncleannesses.” (Ezek. Xxxvi. 25—29. 


will also- 


‘The Lord thy God will circumcise thy heart, and the heart of thy 


y God with all thy heart and with. all thy 
(Deut. xxx. 6.) The prayer of David is equally i in point: 
$4 ‘Create within me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit. 


within mess 


Numerous passazes mn the New ‘Testament are equa lbs conclusive. 
ye perfect, as your Father who is in 


we walk-in the. light, as he is in the light, we have fellow ship one 


with another, and ‘the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 


all sin.” (1 Jobn. 
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.”” (1 John. 
(Therefore he was manifested, 


“For this purpose the Son of God was 


i. 8.) Sin is the work of the devil. 


‘We are taught directly and unequiy ocally, i in the Sie passages, 


ure water.” They may be made “ pure in heart.” Who, with 
ae above passages before them, can doubt this truth ? 


Conn. 


R. W. A. 


They may be saved from : 
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Sacred Meditations. — 207 


‘SACRED MEDITATIONS. 


res "Delight in the Lord, oud. he shall give thee the desires sof 
; | thy heart.” | 
; Tei is not an intellectual service merely that touches the Kiel: of 
: Almighty Love, and brings the blessing into the soul; it is the flow- 
~ ing out of the warm desires of the heart, the homage of love, that = 
meets with a response in the bosom of our God. O Thou whoart = , 
love, and who answerest the desire of love, answer now my desire, 7 
and enstamp thine image, on my inmost soul. Let the under current 
of my soul be love ; let every emotion of my heart be love; let ‘ 
mY every external act be an act of love. Thou knowest’ that in this, 
desire centres every other emotion of my soul. My love to thee isa ° 
“great deep that swallows up every other feeling. , it is blessed to” 
have the under current of the soul a fountain of love, oushing up bright. 
and beautiful as the pure river of the water of life, proceeding out of 
- the throne of God and of the Lamb. Happy is he who returns to 
» the Infinite One the homage of pure, undissembled love ; he knows — 
what it is to receive the desires of his heart. He breathes such — 
desires only, as a God of purity and love delights to answer. O, 
soul, what a privilege is thine, to delight thyself j in God, in holiness, 
and to receive He ean ae of thy heart, and dwell i In love, and dwell 
in God. 
manfully the good fig cht of faith. 


The cood soldier of Jesus Christ is he who stands frm in the day 
of battle ; who meets the enemy and sustains the fight. ‘The time of 
onset 1s the time reaping laurels ; and courage then is courage 
, indeed; victory then 2s victory. What proof could we give of our 
ai loyalty to Jesus, if we had no warfare to wage against. bis enemies? 
-, ho trials to encounter, nothing to suffer for his sake ? Every trial may 
be a laurel gained, a gem in our crown of rejoicing. Let the Chris- | “4 4 
\ tian soldier, then, rather rejoice in the occasions of severe conflict, 
Beoe since by them he may show the strength of his attachment to Jesus. ’ 
Why should the Christian ever despond, since he goes out to battle, 
not in his own strength, but in the name of the Lord of hosts? Thus ne 
q _ he may slay every enemy. Through Jesus we are more than con- _ ig 
} - querors. Let the shield of faith be “always bright and burnished, and 
| ready for use; yea, rather let it be kept bright by constant usc, and 
for Onmmnipotence is our defence. The aid of Jesus | 1S 


\ secure to us while faith is in exercise. : aq 
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# “If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are Yes Yor the ‘ 


Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you.” 


=< Christian disciple, hast thou separated. thyself from the world, and 
said with an emphasis that none can mistake, yea by thy example, J 


am the Lord’s ; and art thou thus a mark to shoot at, an object of 
reproach? Ye do not suffer for Christ unnoticed and unrewarded. — 


Lift up thy head, and see the gentle influence of the spirit of love, » 


yea of forgiving love , descending and resting upon thee. Look within 
thy heart and see the operations of that spirit, breathing, “ Father, 
forgive them.” ‘For Christ’s sake, what canst thou not bear, w bat 


canst thou not suffer, that he may be glorified, that the power of MS. | 3 
grace may be made manifest. ‘Thou wilt find the greater the eross, — 
the suffering for Christ, the greater will be the glory. “There isa, 


glory encircling the cross, which he only sees who bears the eross. 


The world may see no beauty in the cross of Christ, in submitting to 


contempt and shame for Christ’s sake ; but to the follower of J eSUS, 
_ the cross presents illuminations more splendid, more glorious, than the 

sun when he goeth forth in his brightness. A glory beams from it, 
_ which penetrates the soul, and absorbs it in glory and in God. Let 


_ the disciple of Jesus rejoice that the cross awaits him, for all his 


~ 


ascents are by the way of the cross: it is the cross. vat will bear hun 


~ onward and upward from glory to glory. 
“ That Christ may dwell i in your } hearts by faith. pete 
Faith gives rodllig gives life and power to the omnipresence of 


Jesus. It realizes God, a God at hand. So near that it has only to. 


look within and finds him there. Yes, in the heart Jesus may be 


found. Say,. Christian, hast. thou found the risen Je&®s, the living 


Jesus, within thee ! > If not, then darkness still broods over the face | 


of the deep. Seek Jesus, not afar off, seek Jesus within thee. Then 
the darkness will be changed to light. It will be day light with thy 
soul. O, this cruel unbeltef! ! It freezes up the very vitals of the 
soul ; it bnswe neither the meltings of godly sorrow, nor the joys of 
forgiveness, nor the bliss of inward holiness. It bars. out from the 
soul its only Friend and Helper. | It is the prison’ ‘of the soul,—who, 


who will burst his chains, and lay hold ona present Jesus, a bosom 


Friend, an Alaiighty Helper? | 
Thy word is truth. 


He who said, “ Let there be light, and there was light ;”” who sep- 
arated the. light from the darkness, causing each to. visit alternately. 


the earth ; who, for the space of nearly six thousand years, has rolled 
the earth ave stars along in harmony and beauty, speaks now to me 
in the volume of truth, And what ‘he has said, he has said. It) IS 
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truth immutable, as the Which: govern creation. 


An eternal principle of rectitude sat upon the throne of his heart, and — 
the word comes forth, eternal truth. | ‘Nor angels, nor men, nor devils 


ean make it more or 


Thy word is truth.” read, ‘and believe. My soul is wit- 
ness of the truth ; of the truth of what I am; of what I must be ; 
and of what I may be. The heavens may be no more ; the sur may 
cease to shine, and the stars go out in darkness, but thy word stands 
secure and fixed, eternal truth. Years upon years may come and go, 
ages upon ages roll on a ceaseless round, and thy word stands eternal | 


‘truth, eternal as thy, own existence. Read by millions. that have | 


ceased to be on earth, and to be read by millions yet to come. And 
now it meets my eye: it comes to me, a sojourner here, as were my — 


fathers ; but soon like them I shall pass away. It speaks tome. I _ 


read, and believe. I realize thy word ts truth. Away from. human 
speculations from the folly of boasting human. reasonings, 1 turn my 
Too lone have 1 built my . faith « on man’s opinions. Now, oO 


s Sai, O word of God, I come to thee. Naked I hang on thy word, 


and [ prove thy word is truth, Thy promises, what are they? They 
are spirit, and they are life. My soul is unsupplied no more, Doubts | 
and fears, where are ye? Ab, ye are consumed in the light of truth. - 
Ye cannot bear the blaze of trath, when naked faith hangs simply on 
the word. And malice, and. hatred, and revenge, where are ye? 


By the power of truth, see you. withered, ‘blasted, overthrown, 


And) self, the demon self, where art thou? Surely. crest fallen. 


waves with thee a war of utter extermination. «Its. language 


is, Lam Jehovah. Tam; there is none else beside me. Iam that I 


am. Oman, what more canst thou comprehend of God than this— 


God is. And thou thyself a worm. ‘Lruth and submission ; be 
this my motto ; and my pray Sanetify me throug gh thy truth ; j thy 
word is truth. P. 


‘For the Guide to Christian n Perfection. 


~~ Looking unto Jesus,” through ue! glass of his word, we ‘leapsi/, f 
that we are “sanctified through faith in his blood 3” ‘and likewise 
through this medium alone we secure the promised blameless preser-— 


vation “unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” And as far as 
we may have walked in the highway of holiness, a blessed and happy 
experience clearly demonstrates this to be the truth, pillar and ground 


work of a holy church. ‘Thus it is wnitten, ie Herein j is our r love made 
18* 
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aod: if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, Wwe 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his 
Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” O! for a constant application of 
the all-cleansing, atoning blood of the Lamb. 

But mark the instrument of its application, and the channel 


through which this sanctifying blood flows SO lreely, 1 mm all its healing — 
efficacy, to human hearts. 


Our Father hath so loved us that he spared not his own well be- 

— loved and only begotten son, but delivered him up for us all; and the | 

Son $0 loved us, that he laid down his own life—‘ who gave himself 
Re mid * [not friends, but enemies, | poor, guilty, perishing rebels. 


o 
‘“ He dies, the Friend of sinners dies.”’ 


‘Behold your King!” '—Jesus, ‘thé crucified ! Here is the inex- 


\ 


| So infinitely rich, free! 
\ Now opened tor you and forme.” | | 
And now the agent of communication is given-—(“ for how shall ie. 
“not with him freely give us all things ”)—the Holy Spirit, our Light, = |) 

‘Sanctifier, and Comforter: ° Jesus. having received of the Father the 

promise of the Holy Ghost, he’ hath shed forth this, which ye now | 

see and hear.” (Acts u. 33. eee 

But once more. The instrument which. opens. sha door of our 

~ hearts—or the great spiritual lever which hoists the flood gates of 

_ glory and opens the windows of heaven, from which the healing CaN 

streams of full salvation most sw eetly —is faith! Living, pracy 

_ucal faith—that divine principle wroucht | ip the soul, which movesin 


the pure motives of love, with steadfast eve, * looking unto Jesus;7 | 
which leads me now to cast myself (and all: for time and eternity) — | 
unreservedly upon Christ as my sanctilying Saviour, with, that swect 
reliance and child-like confiding trust in his atoning blood, and aflec-— 


tionate confidence in his intercession, which at once steps off from 
the last plank of self on to the promise and gracious plede of the 
immutable truth and veracity of our faithful Faithful is he 

‘that calleth you, who also will do it.” Amen, and “ He doeth it: 

it is done ; the glorious work cut short 3 in righteousness. ‘The blessed 
moment hath come: | die to sin, and learn the deep spiritual reck- 
--oning which is the true calculation of beaven ; and hereim ‘1 can do 

~ all things through Christ who strengtheneth me;?°and | doand will 

es reckon | myself dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom. vi.) Hera | we walk in vhs: livht— 
“we walk by faith”’—and have within, the “light of life! (Joba, 
vill. 12. ) This is holy cround ; for now we receive the dispensation 


of the Holy Ghost; and touching the guilt, power, and pollution ok 
sin, we > feel and know “we are saved.” 
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‘Thus we Guach all genuine experience with the scriptures 
demonstrating this. ‘wlorious truth, that gospel salvation Is a present 
and full salvation from sin ‘Also that this salvation is conditional, 
and the one condition is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ; that faith a 
which is inseparable from_obedience. Thus the simple, and yet sub- 
lime, answer of the apostles to the grand question, than which a 
more important may not be proposed on earth. (Acts xvi. 30, 31.) 
And of our Lord, “Thy faith hath saved thee ; go in peace, and 
sin no more,” &c. And as there are degrees of this faith, we are 
‘In proportion to our faiths According to your faith be it 
| unto you ;” and O! may the Spirit give us an understanding “‘re- 
membrance ” of this precious promise. Not according to your; 
works, or imagination, good desires, nor even according to your feel- 
Ings, be it unto you; no, verily, this is not the true standard “or 
~measure—not the divine plan of salvation. But, “thus saith the 
According to your faith be it unto you.’ (Matt. 1X. 29.) 
And _ here every true disciple, ceasing “to trust in his own works,” ea 
; cries, “ Lord, increase our faith ;” and thus\* we, who have believ ed, | 
do enter into rest” —yea, the rest of perfect love, or entire, sanctifica- 
tion. O! glorious: transition this! From the dark bondage and. 4 
corruption of sin and ‘Satan, to the clorious light, ais) and nohiness 
Bless the Lord, O my soul,” such a renewing of the In 
the image of Christ—for such, a happy transformation ); wherein we 
are « changed into the samé image from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit the Lord, perfect consecration, | 


‘Here’ my body, spirit, ‘soul— | 
Only thou possess the wien. | 


Being bois, upon the altar of God by the three-fold cord of faith, | 
hope, and love, “a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God 
W hicli is our reasonable service,” we will sing hallelujah, with a living © 
consciousness that ‘we have the mind of Christ.” 


| NE 
moment, Lord, we have 
merits of thy death.” 
in our eagerness after’ sanctifying faith, and while we. read 
Faith is the substance of things hoped for,” let us not seek for. \ a 
peace and happiness in faith itself, instead of seeking it by faith in © a 


Christ. And although it is written, “ thy faith hath saved thee,” and 

We thus properly talk of “ saving. faith,” yet we do well to remem-. 

ber that faith, in all its valuableness and vast importance, is not our | 

Saviour ; but only the eye that looks to him—the loot that goes to A 
him=the hand that receives him. 

the foundation of faith standeth sure, although aiid a 
earth pase away,” although tongues shall cease and ‘all other know- 
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ledge “ in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth’”’ shall fail, yet this 

- most glorious foundation, unspotted and unmoved, alone shall remain; 

for it is the immutable word of Jehovah! The ‘ exceeding creat 
precious promises'!”’ And whilst hope looks at the thing pro- 

mised— | 


“Faith, mighty Faith, the promise sees— 
And looks.to this alone !” 


And here we ought to walk carefully, and speak understandingly— ——) 
for some “ do greatly err not understanding the scriptures ”’—when | 
pointing out the specific promises, and giving an exposition of them. 
_ ‘Thus we have marked a quotation, “‘ believe ye have the things 
ye ask for and ye have them.” But where? and how-erroneous and 
dangerous the exposition given, and given repeatedly! It is noticed 
by Watson, with a pointed correction; and reasonable expose. Mark 
xi. 24, ‘Therefore I say unto you, what things soever ye desire | 
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them,and ye shall have them.” 
Note. “ Anill use has sometimes been made of this passage; as 
though it meant that when praying, whatever we believe, that is, 
_ persuade ourselves that we receive, we do receive—an absurdity, and 
self-contradiction! Here, however, to believe does not signify to — 
persuade ourselves into an opinion ; but to trust, or to have faith m 
God. This trust must necessarily be regulated by God’s own pro- 
mise and warrant—and it is exercised in order that we may receive — 
it. The sense therefore is, believe, trust, that ye shall receive them, 
and ye shall obtain them: that is, all things which God both ex- » | 
pressly promises, and are as St. John says, “ according to his will.” | 
“QO Lord increase our faith ”—“ open our understandings to under- | 


6 


_ stand the scriptures ;”’ that we may now receive Christ as our sanc- 
~tifying Saviour—our Prophet, Priest, and King. Amen. 
Brooksville, Me. J. W. T. 
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THE EXCELLENCY AND NATURE OF DIVINE LOVE. 


= 


_ “Love is the fulfilling of the law, the end of the commandment.” 
Very excellent things are spoken of love ; it is the essence, the spirit, 
the life of all virtue. It is not only the first and great cofnmand, but 
itis all the commandments in one. Whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are amiable, or hon-_ 
orable ; if there be any virtue, if there be any praise, they are all 
comprized in this one word, love. In this is perfection, and glory, 
and happiness : the royal law of heaven and earth. is this; ‘ ‘Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.” 
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The Promised Land. 7 mis 913 


Not that this forbids us to love any thing besides God. It implies, : 
that we love our brother also. Nor yet does it forbid us. (as some 
have strangely imagined) to take pleasure in any thing but God. To 
suppose this, is to suppose the Fountain of Holiness is directly the 


author of sin: since he has inseparably annexed pleasure to the use 


of those creatures which are necessary to sustain the life. he has 
given us. | 


This, therefore, can never r be the meaning of bis command. W hat 


the real sense of it is, both our blessed Lord and his apostles tell us 


too frequently and too plainly to be misunderstood. They all, with 
one mouth, bear witness, that the true meaning of those dsveral de- 


-clarations,—The Lord thy God i is one Lord; Thou shalt have no 


other gods but me: Thou shalt love the Lor¢ thy God with all. thy 
strength : Thou-shalt cleave unto him; The dedire of thy soul shall 
be to his name—is no other than this : The one perfect good shall be 
- your one ultimate end. One thing shall ye desire for its own sake, 
the fruition of him that is Allin All. One happiness will'ye propose | 
to your souls, even a union with bim that, made them: the having of | 
fellowship with the Father and the Son: the being joined to “the 
Lord in one spirit. One design ye are to pursue to the end of time, 
the enjoyment of God in time and in eternity. Desire other things 
so far as they tend to this. Love \the creature—as it leads to the 


Creator, But in every step you take, be this the slorious point that 
terminates your view, every ‘affection, and thought, and word, 


and work, be subordinate to this, Whatever ye desire or fear, what- 


ever ye seek or shun, W hatever ye think, speak, or do, be it in order 
f° your happiness in God, the: sole end ¢ as j well as source of your 
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The writer of the followine when seeking the blessing of entire 
sanctification, opened the sacred volume, praying that she might there meet with | 
some encourageme nt in her pursuit of the precious ‘* pearl” of perfect love. The- 


“words that first met her eyes were © Behold, the Lord thy God hath set the land 


before thee ; go up and possess it, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath said unto } 


thee; Fear not, neithe r be discouraged, Deut. ins 4 


Behold, the land, the 
Is set be fore thine EVES, 
And [siael’s God commandeth thee 
| go and take the 
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Go up! though foes beset thy way ; 
Though hosts thy course oppose ; 
Go, for the Mighty One hath said 


{ will subdue thy foes! 
— : | Go up! nor be dismayed, though hell, : 
With all her wondrous might, 
\ earth to vanquish thee, 
Bi es Press onward to the fight! 
Go up! ' the victory is thine ! 
‘Go, for the conquest’s sure! 
Omnipotent i is thy defence— 
Shall fall beneath thy hand! | 
\ | They all must yield to power | 
| Go, and possess the land‘ 
O, Canaan is a blessed land ! 
fruits are rich and rare, ; 
And flowers of sweet, celestial b: oom 
\ \ Perfume the balmy air! 
: O’er all the verdant plains; 
\\ And Jesus—mighty conquerer !— 
| ‘Happy, thrice happy ones who breathe 
‘That holy atmosphere, \ 
| . And drink of those life-giving streams | 
From fountains pure and clear! 
| : No. sin pollutes the spotless souls \ 
 “Phat-dwell in that blest land ; 
ex Satan there assails in vain | 
id Yee | The bright, victorious band. | 
See them! gloriously arrayed ! | 
He ~All clothed with purest white; 
| | Their robes are dazzling as the sun, 
“| With holy radiance bright! | 
Go up!.and join the go! | \ \ 
sin’s “dark howling wilderness ;” 
Go up to. Canaan’ shore: 
Mount Holly, New Jersey. 
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LETTER FROM A FRIEND. 


Dear Brother have been a the Bide, from ume 
of its first publication ; and have just finished the perusal of the last. 
number. I can say with a sincere heart, that I love these monthly 
: messengers of full salvation. Though I do not feel to express my- 

self in so bold a manner, in regard to experience in the blessing of 

holiness, as some are enabled to, yet, for a few weeks past, I have 

indulged hope, in the cleansing efiica acy of the blood of Christ. It 
Peo mee afford your readers some pleasure, to Tearn that the work of 
holiness has been advancing 1 inthis place. \ 
| Several of the brethren and sisters belonging to. the Tusfitution, 
the camp meeting held. Aug, 3ist, in the town of | Eincton, 
| where they received the “baptism of the Holy Ghost. Soon after 
4 returning home, prayer meetings were appointed, and attended more 
- frequently than usual. And not much time clapsed, before meetinys 

| were commenced, and continued weekly, for the “purpose of praying 

_ for the blessing of holiness. . These mectings were signalized by the — 

blessing of God. The shout of, victory was heard in the midst. 

During the term chicks 1s now brought toa close/about eight or nine 
| “have found the priceless pearl of perfect. 
a _ Glory to God for holiness! for full redemption in the blood 4 the’ 
Lamb.” Ride on thou conquering King, until victory sball become 
unLY ersal. \ But while we rejoice ¢ at the triumphs of the Gospel, we 
‘would not forget the condition of the Church. majority of pro- 
fessing Christians are living beneath their privileges, and the world is 
suffering 1 In consequence of it, yea is it not true, that souls are perish+ 
ing in consequence of it. ~O when will the Church arise, and put on 
her beautiful carments ? will she £0. forth, untramelled 
sin, proclaiming full salvation to a lost and dy! Ing world Ne 

Wilbraham, Mass. Nov. 20th, 1840. | “| 


Norr. —The.above was signed 4 Student, but we have omitted the signature | 
because we have another correspondent of that name, Ep. 
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\\ LETTER BY MR. FLETCHER, TO MISS LOXDALE. 


| | Grace, mercy, and truth, power, love, and j joy, be multiplied to m) fi 
~ dear friend. from the Father, Son, and Spirit, the threefold Spring of | , ‘ 

life, hight, iad love. I never doubted your sincerity, my dear friend ; 3 
ald wah pleasure I acknowledve, against the accuser-of the brethren, Coe 
that Tecan, without wavering with the assurance of faith and love, 
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_ Christian regard, and permit my spirit to twist itself with the 
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confess you a member of my Lord, a child of my heavenly Father, and 


a fellow heir of the kingdom purchased for penitent believers. Ma 


the accuser fall as lightning, and his accusation be cast down by this — 
word of my testimony. I believe, too, that you have received more — 
than forgiving love. See John xx. 22. But whether you have re- 
ceived the other Comforter in his fullness, or the pentecostal gift of — 


the Holy Ghost, what it. concerns you to inquire into. You may 


‘know that measure of grace by the following marks. It is great grace, 
and abundant life ; it destroys self, it fills with power from on high, it 


perfects in one, it perfects in love. It is, at least, accompanied with 
the gift of prophecy.* It makes us always to triumph in Christ. 
Ab! my friend, [ sympathize with you in the weakness of your 


body, which does not permit you to take the kingdom of heaven by 


the violence of that praying, agonizing faith, which some can put forth 
when their souls come to a pinching want, or to a birth of desire. 
Take two or three observations about it: (1) There are two kinds of 


_wrestlings; the one, in which the Spirit of God in us is very active, 
~and we are almost passive. You may thus passively wrestle, if the 

power of the Highest helps your infirmities. So some dying persons 
_ wrestle sometimes. (2.) There is another wrestling, in which we are. 


very active, and the Spirit of God hel ps us imperceptibly. Follow, 


seek, wait—quietly, meekly, humbly wait for the former power. ‘The 
latter kind of wrestling may not be so suitable for you. [advise you 

to imitate the Virgin Mary. Let strong people wrestle in the second 
manner, but do you gently, belieyingly, lifting up your head in cal 
expectation, say, till you are overwhelmed withthe power from on 
high, ‘** Behold the handiaid of the Lord; let it be done to me ac- 
cording to thy word.’ For, as for me, I can do nothing but wait for 
— thy salvation, and give glory to thy word of promise.” You-shall re- 
- ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost, for the promise is unto you. Believe 
and pray with the will and the understanding, more than. with the pas- 
sions; with: 
rejoice in 


c sublimer, rather than with your inferior powers. 


dred and twent 
soul, all believing, loving, prophesying. Remember me to them jn 

threefold 
s and the 


cord, when you pull blessings from heaven upon yourselv 


church. 1 thank you for the direction to Mr. Wesley. I shall now» 
forward my letter to him. Iam dear Miss Loxdale’s affectionate servant. 


*'Phat is, speaking to the edification of those with whom they converse. 


f auit, and sister, as of three who will be of a hun-. _ 
in Shropshire, called to be all of one heart and one 
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RELIGIOUS } AXIMS,. 


HAVING A CONNECTION, WITH The PRACTICE OF HOLINESS, 


\ 


When { Witrides / the erroneous: estimate “whieh men. often place” on certain 


. kinds of human knowledge, l am reminded of one of the remarkable sayings which — 


abound in the practical writings of St. Augustine. ; cs Unhappy is he who knows | 
every thing else, and does: not know: € Happy Is he who God, though 


he should be ignorant very thing else.”’ A 


here are two clastes of Christians those. who éhiefly by emotion, ani’ | 


| those who live chiefly by faith. The first class, those who live chiefly by emotion, | 


remind one ‘of ships, that move by the outward impulse of winds operating tipon 


“sails. ‘They are’ ‘often at a dead calm, often ont of their course, and sometimes 


driven back. And it is only when the winds are fair hd powertul that they move 
onward with rapidity, ‘The other elass, those who live chiefly by faith, remind one 
of the magnificent steamers which cross the Atlantic, which are moved by an inte- 
rior and permanent principle ; ; and which, setting at defiahes all ordinary. obstacles, 
advance! steadily and swiftly to their destination, through calm and storm, sarehgh 

cloud and sunshine. a 


There are some heathen pi ode herd, such as: Socrates, Cicero, and Seneca ‘that | 
occasionally announce moral and religious truths of great value. Truths which 
are susceptible of an interpretation that will bring them into close harmony with 


the pri ictical doetrines of C hristianity. The fewer: things aman wants, paid 


Socrates on a certain occasion, * the nearer he j is Ged: 


\ 


A parent who loves an obedient and afl ctionate child, Wi iI sometimes sive him iS 
a picture book, a musical instrument, or some other. thine, as a token of his confi- 


dence and love. Butif the parent should find the child so much taken up with 


the picture book as to forget the parental commands, and to be getting into Ways 
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